
THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER  and THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

Martin Luther’s Developing Theology

In the following we learn what Luther’s understandings of the Christian Faith are 
at the time when he posted his 95 Theses on the church door in Wittenberg, and we will 
watch how they evolve in future writings.

Luther, throughout all of the 95 Theses, disputes the Pope’s power to forgive sins 
by granting indulgences.  He further disputes the Pope’s authority to grant the 
forgiveness of sins through indulgences.  He berates the Pope for proposing the 
forgiveness of sins for money. He beseeches the Pope, if the Pope actually had such 
power and authority, to grant such forgiveness out of Love. He belittles the Pope for 
raising himself and his ability above God and the Lord Christ.  Thus, Luther disputes the 
efficacy of the indulgences and declares them misleading and destructive of the true 
Christian faith.

Luther declares that the basis for his disputes is the Canon (the Holy Bible). The 
Holy Scriptures do not give the Pope, Bishops, Theologians, Preachers or anyone else 
freedom to declare the forgiveness of anyone’s sins apart from the authority to do so in 
the Bible. He declares that authority to forgive sins was granted to the Church and not the
Pope or the Papal See.  Further, Holy Scriptures give no one power, authority or 
oversight of Purgatory.  What happens in Purgatory and whoever goes there is not within 
the scope of the Pope but only within the realm of God.  Death of the individual ends all 
Papal power and authority. 

 Repentance and Penance and/or Contrition are required of Christians before 
forgiveness of sin or Absolution can be pronounced over the sinner.  Indulgences reverse 
the order of Repentance and Acts of Penance by granting forgiveness first and eliminates 
the need for repentance and penance altogether. Thus acts of Charity and Compassion for
the poor and needy are eliminated from the wealthy who, via their money, will simply 
buy an indulgence. 

Theses #62 and #94 give us hints of where Luther’s insights and understandings 
ultimately impacted the whole Protestant Reformation.

#62 “The right and true treasure of the Church is the most Holy Gospel of the 
glory and grace of God.”

#94 “Christians should be exhorted to endeavor to follow Christ their Head 
through Cross, Death and Hell.”

In two weeks – the Debates.  
 The above is available at crossofgracewv.com.
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