
LUTHERANS and CHRISTIANITY, 500 YEARS  OF REFORMATION 

 

    Martin Luther’s Act        

 

When the Augustinian Monk Martin Luther, now a Doctor of Theology, went out and 

nailed a parchment to the church door that October day, he sought to offer these 95 

Theses for discussion among his fellow clergy and clerics in the Papacy in Rome. The 

actual title of the Theses is “Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences”. 

Picking up what Jan Hus had started, on the basis of Hus’ sermons, the writing of St. 

Augustine, and Luther’s own lectures on Romans, Luther questioned and refuted certain 

teachings of the Roman Church. Therefore, the Reformation started by Luther’s 95 

Theses was designed to Re-form the Teachings and Practices of the Papacy of the Roman 

Catholic Church of that day.  

 

THE 95 THESES. 

 

Could Nine Theses have been enough? Let the reader decide based on the following: 

 Luther opens the 95 Theses with and invitation to debate, either one to one or via letter, 

the content of the Theses with him. The first five are about “Repentance and Penance.”  

Theses #1 “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said “Repent,” (Matt. 4:17) 

he intended that the entire life of believers should be repentance.”  In 1439 at the Council 

of Florence the Roman Catholic Church approved seven (7) sacraments.  Number 7 was a 

sacrament of “penance and confession.” A person could go to confession--to a priest--and 

receive from him a penance (something to do to compensate for the guilt of the sin) and 

then return--or on a promise to do the penance--receive Absolution (a pronouncement of 

Forgiveness). 

Luther’s stance was that the ‘Repentance” Jesus called for was a life-time activity 

incumbent on the individual sinner of doing “Penance”. Further, this was not a Sacrament 

of Confession and Atonement administered by a priest, but rather an inward penance 

(confession and sorrow for ones sin[s]) accompanied with an outward expression of that 

sorrow (a lifetime of obedience). Therefore, {Theses 6} the Pope cannot remit any 

punishment for the sin[s] of the repentant sinner than that which is in the cannons of 

Scripture (the Bible). In short, the Pope does not have the power to forgive sin[s] apart 

from Scripture, . . . i.e. that which may be forgiven of God. Indulgences were developed 

and sold to do just the opposite. They were designed to grant relief from punishment in 

Purgatory both for the living, for the living after their death, and for those already 

deceased. Luther wrote {Theses 11} that the development of a Purgatory as a place of 

punishment for sin must have occurred “when the Bishops (of the Church) were asleep” 

as no such punishment exists in the Bible.  These Disputes of the Power and Efficacy of 

the Indulgences evolved into a much larger theological issue during the Reformation Era 

and is still evolving, namely the role of Good Works vs. God’s Grace in the Forgiveness 

of Sin(s) and Salvation.   

More 95 Theses -- # 12 on Papal Power in two weeks. 

The above is available on coglutheran.com Web Site. 

Clifford Smith is a Retired Lutheran Pastor and a member of Cross Of 

Grace Lutheran Church. Hurricane, WV    


